
MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
I.  Christian Education is primarily the "church's" job. 
      
This is not true.  Biblically, Christian Education should start at home.  Because a lot of 
people are not from Christian homes so the church does have a responsibility, however, it 
is not the only responsible party. We should take advantage of all teaching moments. 
  
II.  Christian Education equals Sunday school. 
  
Christian Education is not necessarily synonymous with Sunday school.  Sunday school 
is a modern phenomenon that began in 1780 as an evangelistic endeavor. Even though 
churches have adopted Sunday school as the education vehicle, it should not be the only 
vehicle. 
 
III.  Christian Education is exclusively for children. 
 
Christian Education not designed for children only.  It includes children but Christian 
Education is for Adults.  The misconception stems from one of the definitions of Adult.  
One definition means “fully grown”. So if an adult is fully-grown then they believe they 
don’t need Christian Ed.  We must help adults see that they have not fully arrived, and 
that there is more to learn. 
  
IV.  Christian Education is a secondary task. 
  
Christian Education is sometimes characterized as not “real ministry”.  It is considered a 
stepping-stone to real ministry.  In reality, however, Christian Education is the foundation 
to all ministries.   
 
V.  Anybody can do Christian Education. 
  
Every ministry position requires a ‘call” and/or training to be the most effective.   
 
VI.  Christian Education is only the pastor's work. 
  
Christian Education is not only the pastor’s job. 
 
VII.  Christian Education is not the pastor's job. 
  
Christian Education is not only the pastor’s job.  However, the pastor must be concerned 
about it and they must be a key agent of it. 
 
VIII.  Christian Education is simply about passing on knowledge. 
  
Christian Education is not the goal but it is a goal that supports a larger goal. Passing on 
knowledge is a part of the process.  Christian Education is not measured only by 



knowledge gained or increased numbers in Sunday school but it is measured by the 
growth and transformation of people; and not when people just conform to our ways.  
 
IX.  Instant Christianity 
  
Christian Education has nothing to do with evangelism. However, we should not assume 
that everyone in our classes or in our church is already Christian.  We should assess 
where people are and teach accordingly.  Are they Pre-Christian, New Christian, Well-
Versed Christian, Mature Christian? This matters when determining how to approach 
Christian Education. 
 
X.  Other Misconceptions 
 
Anybody can do Christian Education.  There is a need for training and gifting to do 
Christian Education work effective. 
 
Christian Education is Woman’s work.  This is a truly a societal and church 
misconception.  This has been a long time misconception in the secular public schools as 
well. 


